
r2- -i Trvi: zl--

rg&sfieaisfi
I'n'S.-S- V X; V2K,..iF.Xfc iI- -,

4 . .
v, T

'sI 7 e"

V'

S
fet--

N --'

U

--

CJ,

V"---.

- l

r- -1

law- -
I- -

-
1A- -

ij
T isssmssffssm?:wmBsmaBSR

DISTRICT OTESTIGATION.
roawaasa1 frrm Ftnt fsse.1

7. Bswllns qure. 8. Cull, from 8"'n
tree west. 8. C street north, ftoa

10.
11. Sewer on E street north.

li. East' Capitol rtreet. 13. Rhode Msad
Tonus and square 161. 1. ret,

15. Ninth rtreet west. 18. Bladcnsburg road,
IT. M street bridge mnd abutments. v

W. M. Minnie:,
SlIfCCL 8HKU.ADi.B0Bn,- -

Bobibt CBBitrr,
of counsel for memorialists.

Mr. Merrick. We shall ask leave to offer for.
ther additional charge and specISeaUona as

..soon as we can possibly prepare them. One or
two would hare been added this morning If I
had not been away.

v The ineirman. rrnen will you be ready
- with the remainder of your charges audspeci- -

seauonsv
' Mr. Merrick, With all that we contemplate
oiIng!
lTbeChalnnan.Tes, sir.
"mr.'Merrick. I am not prepared to answer

'that question at present, for this reason, and
the committee will understand it; that I lorone,
never knew of this case until about

weeks ago. I have been using all the
that I could to master the facts so as to

charges. I did not wish to prepare
'charges improvidcntly at all, but I am anxious
tt all events, to keep the committee In work,
as far as the specifications snd charges are con--
cernod, and to present all that wo find It rea-
sonable and proper to present as rapidly as we
possibly can prepare them. I cannot, at this
moment answer definitely the question of the
committee. There are a great many of the
charges, I believe, which depend upon meas- -

' urements, perhaps, which measurements we
' nave cot jet been able to make.

The Chairman. You make some speclflca- -
lions In reference to measurements, I see, In
this charge of this moraine.

, Mr.JklenlcK. les, sir; mere arc some.
c The Chairman. Do you expect to make

Others!
Mr. Merrick. I understand so. The coramit- -

tee will understand as a partial reason for this
that-whe- this investigation was begun we had
no idea certainly I had no Idea, and I do not
think that any of ray colleagues had that the
character of the Investigation was to assume
the shape which It has, of the memorialists

r being required to prepare and aubmlt, in
detailed charges and specifications. If I

had supposed that that would have been the
requirement, of course It would have been my
duty, In part at all events, to have suggested a
postponement of the examination of the case
until such time as we could have prepared the
case properly. The view which has been
taken by the committee of that part of the
duty which is Incumbent on us, has precip-
itated upon us an amount of labor which we did
not contemplate. Of course, the committee
will understand that, as counsel, wo did not
feel ourselves justified to make indiscriminate
or fishing charges ; we desired to have some
reasonable foundation of probable cause upon
the evidence furnished in the suggestion made
to us upon which to make any formal charge
to which our names should be subscribed.

We anticipated that the course of this exam-

ination would be, in chief, an examination con-
ducted by the committee Itself, under the gen-

eral direction which had been given to them
by the joint resolution of Congress, to Inquire
into certain general matters, and we had sup-
posed tbst, In the main, the committee Itself
would have directed the course and manner
which the Investigation should take. As I un-
derstand, from the resolution adopted by the
committee the other day, they still propose to
make Investigations as of their own motion, In
such directions as, according to their Judgment,
shall be proper and cxjicdient.

The Chairman. The committee, I believe,
have so decided!

Mr. Merrick. Te, sir ; they have so decided.
The Chalrmau. But we cannot carry on dou-

ble Investigations. As long as counsel are
engaged In making changes and specifications,
of course the committee will try and adhere to
those chare".

Mr. Merrick. We had supposed that our
cuiei uuiy in tuis iuvcmicbi-iu- in npjicanug ns
counsel for the memorialists was to set as aids
to the committee in directing their attention,
from time to time, as fir ss we could, to the
examination of the subjects under Inquiry, and
the collation of such evidence as would faclll- -
tato their Investigation.

The Chairman. That, we understand, to be
the ob,ect of the charges and specifications.

The counsel will see that It is very Important
that they should have, at as early a day as
practicable, all their ibarges and specification?
of which they con-kno- orhae cognizance.
Of course, if any mat'er should be developed
In the course of the examination as new, we
would not expect counsel to put In charges in
reference to tuat now.

Mr. Slerrkk. No, sir: there are a great many
matters In the natural coorc of things, yet
undiscovered.

The Chairman. This Investigation has been
some two months now 0ln' on, or at least, a
long time.

Sir. Merrick'. It is two months since the ap-

plication to Congress, hut It is not so long since
the commencement of the investigation.

Senator Stewart. It is very evident. If we go
on with the investigation and the counsel con-

tinue to predicate charges upon the cidencc as
It comes out, that the proposition of the com-

mittee to Inquire Into those matters, or their
opportunity to do so, would be postponed to a
Tery late day; and, consequently, it is Import-
ant that counsel should get through, so that
the committee will be at liberty to proceed.

Mr. Merrick. It Is important, for very mny
reasons, that we should get through. As I
have already assured the committee, and do so
again, it is of the utmost Importance to us, in
our individual character, to make this Investl-atlo- n

as rapid as practicable and bring it to a
close at as early a moment as possible. No
jaan Is more anxious than I am to do every-
thing that lies In my power to accomplish that
result. That is the only assurance I can give
the comioittee at present. I will advise the
cnamlttce at the earliest moment, upon con-
ference, what further charges we shall pre-
sent and when we shall be able to present
.them.

The Chairman. The committee may take
some ocder with reference to this before we ad-

journ Mr. Mattlnglv, what do yon
propose with reference to these charges and
specifications filed this morning!

Mr. Mat tingly. I will st ate to the committee
that aa they are aware, it has been our wish,
irom the first, to have these gentlemen on the
other side present all the charges which they
Intend to present: not, of course, precluding
them from presenting any material charge that
may be developed in the course of the investi-
gation, and the committee will observe on
pages 115 and 116 of the printed record, the
chairman, on that morning, In announcing
somo conclusions to which the commjeehaa
arrived, amou; others, stgtcd as follows:

I am also directed by the committee to say
to counsel for the memorialists that we expect
them to file, at the earliest practicable period,
their charges and specifications as stated In
the resolution. Can the committee Indicate
about the time they will be prepared!

"Tire counsel indicated that that time was to-
day Monday next."

Mr. Christy. If ou read further you will see
a modification of that.

Mr. Merrick. I have stated to the Chairman,
that there were one or two which would hare
been completed except for my inevitable ab-
sence..

The Chairman. Judge Merrick explained
that ho was necessarily absent on Saturday.

Mr. Mattingly. I understand that, but, aa the
committee can very well see, we do not care to
answer these charges In piecemeal, as they are
presented from day to day, or from week to
week.

The Chairman. Then you propose to take no
action with reference to the charges filed this
morning!

Mr. Matting ly. No sir; not as at present

The Chatrxnar.. Send those charges to the
printer this morning. Are you ready to pro
ceed tms morning with j our testimony J

Mr. Merrick. Mr. Christy will continue the
examination. I am not yet sufficiently ad-

vised ofwhat occurred on Saturday.
Mr. Christy. We desire to continue the ex-

amination of Mr. Latta. 'ZZZ
The Chairman. Mr. Latta Is In the chamber.
James M. Latta recalled.
Mr. Christy. After the adjournment of the

- sommittee, or, at least, us public session, I
servo! noon Mr. Latta, or caused to be served
upon hlm.'o'Jnct references to all the various
suojects upon w&ics tt proposed, to examine
him. I would like to utqmretf the witness
wnetner ne rcceivea n.

Witness. I did. I have them here.
Mr. Christy. They correspond, I think, with

the paper which I read to the committee.
Q. Beginning in their order as they stand

upon this paper, (and upon Oiot,) I presume,
I desire to inquire whether you have produced
.he deed that you, as trustee, received from
W. W. Rapier! A. I hate.

Q. Will you allow us to see It, If you please!
r Witness hands deed to counsel.
Mr. Christy. I desire to call the attention f

the commit eee particularly to this clause:
"To have and to bold the said pieces or par-

cels of ground and premises and appurtenances
onto; and to the use or the said party of the
second part his heirs and assigns In snd upon
the trusts and for the purposes particularly set
forth in s printed paper bearing even date with
Jttae presents, and signed and sealed by the
said party of the second part, with full power,
however, In the said party of the second part
to sell and convey said property in fee simple,
or by way of mortgage or deed of trast. to
secure payment of money at such time and
place, for such sums of money, upon such
terms, and In such manner as in his Judgment

say be proper, without any liability on the part
o the purchaser or mortgagee to see the appli-
cation of the purchase money, or money ad
vaaced oa mortgage or deed of trust a afore-mU- ."

. W.taesa. To Senator Stewart. It Is be.
twssnToarteeatU a Fifteenth and V sad W.
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the -i-TSainr ofUm bImI A. Th
colored square are theeo whici either e or
tie other of us. bold. s '

Q. In what capaettyt A. Sometime for the
firm, sometimes aa trustees.

Q. Or as Individuals! A. Or as individuals;
yes, sir. -
, Q. I see some of them are marked with and
color! A. Those bare been sold.

Q. Those marked In blue are what you hare
purchased In the various capacities that you
Indicate, and hare retained! ' A. And bare re-
tained; yes, sir:

Q. Those marked with the red colors you
have conveyed! A, There may be some re-
cently that have been sold that are not marked
red. Yes, sir; there'are some that have been
sold recently that are not marked In red.

8enator 8tewart. Which one la the one vou
speak of now! (referring so a larger map.) A.
Tbe one you have your finger ou.

By the Chairman:" Q. Is that one of your
mapsi a. tea, air.

Q. Containing property held by you! A. Yes,
sir.

By Senator Stewart: Q. Is this It on this
map, 737! A. Ob, no; between Fourteenth and
Fifteenth; that Is It, 203,just above your finger.

Mr. Christy. Do I understand the chairman
to direct me to continue toe examination! '

The Chairman. Go on; yes, sir.
Br Mr. Chrlstv. This deed which you have

liamlMt na refers to a nrinted naner bearing
even date with the deed, and signed and sealed
by saia party or me second pan; nave you mat
paper! A. I have not. The paper when Issued,
of course, would go to the beneficiary.

Q. To whom, then, did you band It! A. Mr
recollection Is not clear as to whether I ever
issued a paper.

By the Chairman. Q. You are speaking about
the Rapley purchase! A. Yes, sir.

Mr. Christy. Yes, sir; and the printed paper
which he handed to one of the beneficiaries.
Was there more than one! A. I don't know
that there Is any objection to answering that.
No; there was but one. '

Q. Who was he! A. That I must decline to
answer.

Mr. Christy. T desire to pursue the examina-
tion further. The witness declines to answer.
I think it brings up the question for the decision
of the committee.

Senator Thurman. ITe declines to answer for
whom this purchase was made of the Bapley
property!

Mr. Christy. Yes, sir; he says that there was
but one person, and he declines to give his
name. I ask him to state H.

Witness. I will state this In answer to the
question, thatthe party the beneficiary is in
no way connected, nor has he been, with the
District goverament; Is not an officer of it; and
that HE ? 'Jl? J'!KU?3 S (? S" 9JS'
charges are concerned, fit relation to tha sewer-ac- e

tax. I will say that I never knew of a law.
or contemplated the law, before it was passed;
that I was in Europe when It was passed; that
I never spoke to a legislator about It I never
was at tho legislative hall in my life, of this
District. I say this to dispose of the charge
that I in any way could have been connected
with the passage of this sewerage act. I will
sav further that I never spoke to a member of
the Board of Public Works about having a
street improved in this city.

lieprescmaiive vviison. ah oi wnicn mignt
be, Mr. Latta, and still the party with whom
you were dealing might have had a great deal
to do with it, and you know nothing about it

senator Thurman. Ana your beneficiary may
have been connected with the government with
out your knowledge. That & exactly as was
stated to you the other day; the question was
before the Senate, In the case of the stolen
treaty, and also bcrore tne House, in Mr.
Stewart's case. -

Senator Stewart. I don't ecc for my part.
why anybody snoulti nave any delicacy about
having purchased thst property; and I would
like to hear a statement from the counsel In
regard to it. Mr. Latta may have his own
reasons, but I can't see any delicacy about any
one purchasing that property, even under any
allegations tnat are now made nere. i wouia
like to hear the counsel state their reasons why
It Is material; how they propose to connect It.
That ought to como first. We ought to have a
foundation for it. I would like to hear the
views ofthc counsel as to the materiality of the
testimony, and how it can Implicate any one.

Mr. Christy. I presume a very complete and
satisfactory argument could not be made until
the verbal rcsuonse of tho witness. We hare
very explicitly staled certain facts to exist in
our charges. We desire to prove, in our way,
the existence of tljose facts. This committee
has awarded to'ns the privilege of doing that.
We have stated In our charge, which is sus-ta'n-

by an exhibit admitted to be genuine,
that there was not only a real estate pool, but
also that there was a collateral branch of It
a patent pavement Improvement ring; that
those two were connected together, anil were
part of this same system involving, as we
state explicitly, the then Governor of the Dis-
trict, and an active member of the Board of
Fublic Works who has since retired. We
hate stated that. And this Is not lor the
purpose of involving any one who is a stranger
to tills, in no way connected, but for the pur-
pose of ascertaining by proper testimony the
existence of this fact. In regard to this present
fact, it docs appear that one of the officers of
this government, who was a member
of the Board of Public Works, assisted largely
In the formation of this pool and in the advance
ment of tnts enterprise: ana it is in tnat direc
tion we are pursuing this inquiry.

senator Stewart, suppose tnat ail to be
true; suppose there was a corrupt pool, and
tbat there was an onence committed by a mem-ber-

the board: suppose that anythlnz else
you have stated be true, how would the iso-
lated fact of buying a piece of property In any
portion oi me city aucci it uniu you naa pre-
viously shown that tbat portion was favored In
someway! In other words, suppose Governor
Cooke bad been corruptly Interested in this
transaction, would the purchase of a piece of
property anywhere In this city by him neces
sarily bavc any connection witn in

Mr. Christy. I am prepared to answer in this
wsy: It has been suggested by the committee
already mat it was iropossiuie to prove tne
entire case at once. We must take It up In Its
separate parts, stating first, as wo have profes-
sionally, that wo believe we would be able to
connect these various particulars together. We
bave made a most serious charge; we have
endeavored to support that; we have said that
there was in existence a real estate pool, largely
aided and assisted by the officers of the Board
of Public Works, w horn we . have named, and
In regard to the proving of which wo have In-

troduced exhibits admitted to be genuine. In
addition to that, we have contended, by alleging
and establishing, I think, by the very docu-
ments themselves, that there was this collateral
branch, acting In unison with It.- -

We have charged that there has been an ar-

rangement made with these various officers to
direct the improvements so asto give value to
property in tuat part ot tne city, mow, itawe
it that the accusations are sufficient in form,
and If proven, make that which is a very seri-
ous offence, and one in regard to which this
committee outfit to be advised. If we were
permuted to go on lor tne purpose oi estaousn- -
lng these various racts, men tney very signifi-
cantly appear. There is no charge here of an
Isolated case, of a single purchase of property,
but the purchases of property aggregating in
value, at the original purchase price, more than
half a million of dollars. You find from the
map tbat we have submitted toyour Inspection
that they have purchased a very considerable
lortion of property in tbat part of
the city. You find, too, from our charges,
that these persons have aided largely
by payments of Immense sums of money
to aid and assist them In these several
enterprises. I did not anticipate, of course, the
necessity of this argument; but I do think we
have established the materiality of testimony
of t his character to the satisfaction of this com-
mittee, where there has been this large invest-
ment by a single member of this pool, which Is
admitted to exist, disclaiming, of course, that
such a pool bss In it any immorality, any
wrong at all In purpose; still we bave estab-lUh-

the fact tbat it does exist, cut of which
have irrown these irreat grievances of which we
bave complained.

Judge Black. Mr. Chairman
The Chairman. Judge Black, we wDl hear

rou.
judge isiacK. mecuuosci ior we nuaruoi

IPuhHc Wviihe i uutconslder themselves in- -

terested In the protection of this witness, or
anybody else wholly unconnected with them,
from the enforcement of this question. "What
I say, therefore, to said for the witness snd the
Arm to which he belongs, as well as certain
other persons who are similarly situated, or
may oe similarly situated u uus uus ui uuiuvj
is nmueasa in.

The Chairman. Jndirs Black, a member of
the commntee desires me to ass you ior wbob
you appear In this matter.

IUOge macs, x pfar ior juuouisra
and for John O. Xvant.

Representative Wilson. Do "you appear for
any person else!

JUuge suae. oi wi gKcacBt.
The Chairman. Go on.
Judre Black. There Is certainly, there must

be, some limit to the Inquisitorial power of a
legiaiaiirs coiskhcv; uwt suiounij a un-
doubtedly s very large one, Toot not quite 'as
bread and general as the air. It la not possi-
ble that anybody hoUIsg atsttoritytiBaer a
government that la Ires can .be permkied to go
over the whole of the United States and call up
anybody, and inquire Wo the private bnsmess
of the person so called, as well as into all the
neighbors', so as to muw wb
tbewhols world to know what he eats and
what he drinks and wherewithal fc is clothed,
and who pays for it.. A man's pnrsss dsmim m
Is as sacred from taveeUgaUon. tfcratgk tha
medium of wteBMwa aa It is throacn the Me
dium of and iTm.ComUMUm M-rT-

convertedEo a deadleUer if yon esy these
papers shell be

"" r"--f saathw last TThlih was laatiafi
by m iwawnlttM thft' bssjtated thai
priMmnHfuint ultMatalns the KxeesaUve
DMM, It was thsw held J '

TMUsstrmaa. Where do yovanc the ws--
wtw laau'

Jaog Black. I find It in the reporfmeae
whlchl hare here; and I recollect it In-- docu-
ment whlrli T'Mnlwt hl nntr to lar mv hands
upon. I think the best discussion on this sub
ject, as I said on Saturday, tnat ever was
made, was made by Mr. Aaaer-- niespeecn
sustaining this report, and especially that part
of It which mnrtal to Gonsress their refusal
to hear testimony concerning the purchase of
punuc lanaa; py cancrens memimrs oi a.

The rule which was there laid down, end if
it be not the true rule it to Impossible tor rea-
son or authority to tell where It lies, was thst
the committee might examine into every trans-
action of a DnbUeoOeer which was unlawful,
every transaction ofa private Individual with a
public oHeer, which was corrupt or Improper;
but that whenever yon cam to the point where
it was manifest that the fact, if proved, would
not show anything unlawful, there you must
stop; that no man was bound to render so sue
Congress of the United --States an account of
his private affairs, which was for himself alone.
In the application of this doctrine they per-
mitted anybody, producing evidence before the
committee, to show that the Secretary of the
Treasury, or any clerk or officer of that
Department had purchased public lands;
because, that belog shown, It would
prove that somebody in the Treasury Depart-
ment had been guilty of an unlawful act. It
was forbidden expressly by statute. And when
they proposed to show that the Secretary of
war, wno was not so rormaaen, naa aiso pur-
chased public lands, they said there is nothing
wrong snout tnat. lie nana ngni so oon.
We. therefore, stopped the Investigation into
these private transactions just there when It
becomes purely private ; not a uung prumo-ite- d

by law, but a matter which the party had
aright to engage in then you shall go no
farther.

Mow. tt was said the other day by a member
of the committee .that these gentlemen, the
counsel for the memorialists, had already nude
an accusation a general accusation that this
purchase was In some way connected with the
proceedings of the Boird of Public Works.
Ther have not done so. either In writing or
orally. That is all we ask them to do. If
they will simply say now, upon the obligations
of their professional conscience and honor, that
they Intend to connect the persons for whom
Mr. Latta made this purchase with any publir
act of the board, for the mutual benefit of both
parties, we have no further objection to the
question being answered, for it Is not a matter
of delicacy tbat we are standing upon at this
time. Mr. Stewart thinks that there was noth-
ing wrong in the purchase, either for him or
for anybody else. I have no doubt-Sen-ator

Stewart. In the abstract act of the
purchase, I want to know how It is connected
with anythlnz wrong. I think, as an abstract
right, anybody can buy any property In Wash-
ington. What I wanted counsel to show was
as to how it was connected.

Judge Black. Mr. Stewart has no reason In
the world for having the fact concealed that
certain of these purchases were made for him;
but another man may have very good reasons
for saying that he does not want it publicly
known. The question you are now to decide
is, whether, under such accusations as these, a
broker, or ail the brokers in the city of Wash
ington, may be called upon to explain his or
their transactions, and declare for whom, and
with whom, all of them were made. If that be
m. then van can call everv cashier or president
of a bank, and make him tell everything that
has ever occurred In the transaction of business
with his Institution.

Now, they say on the side of the memorial-
ists, tbat there was a conspiracy between the
Board of Public Works and certain other per-
sons, some of whom are named, and some not
named, to make purchases of property for the
interest of all the conspirators, and that the
value of that property was to be appreciated by
an unlawful, or at least, an extravagant im
position or taxes upon tne pan oi tne com-
munity to improve the property. Undoubtedly,
If they are able to prove that, they prove a
most serious accusation against these people;
an accusation which ought, if It proved, to con
sign them to everlasting lniamy everybody
that was "engaged iu it. And no man ought
to stand here and attempt to shield them from
the just consequences of their criminal mis-
conduct.

They do not say, however, that th individual
or individuals for whom Mr. Latta made this
purchase were some of the conspirators. If
they will simply say that they were we are re-

lieved from all obligation of secrecy. But if
this is a mere exploration, if they are out on a
voyage of discovery, they must make this dis
covery in some other way. They cannot call
us bp here, and put the respective parties upon
their oaths, arid Insist upon their telling
whether their suspicions are true or false, any
more than tney coma eatabiisn tne old institu-
tion of the reck, and stretch their joints and
make them confess. A case waa cited by Judge
Thurman, the other day, but it docs not strike
me at this moment as being precisely applica-
ble to this case.

The question that was asked the 'witness
was, who committed a certain offence! He
knew who it was. The object of the inquiry
was to ascertain who it ws. The committee
had a right to know. 'Congress hadaTrigbt to
know who it was who had violated his duty to
them, but the witness refused to say. It was
not only pertinent, but it waa the most perti-
nent question that possibly could have been
asked of that witness, and his declination to
answer was unquestionably a contempt of the
body before whom he waa called, and was very
properly so treated. But when a witness is
called upon to state who it was that did an act
which is not unlawful In Itself, and which has
no sort of connection with the inquiry that to
going on, surely he is In a totally different posi-
tion from what Mr. Ramsdell was.

Before rou proceed to any extremities with
this witness, I trust that you will consider very
carefully how far the power of any legislative
or judicial body in this country goes in com-
pelling the witnesses to testify about private
transactions, because nobody to safe; nobody
can keep a secret at all if he is liable to be
caueu upon ana compciieu u reveal it in a pro-
ceeding which has no connection with it. As
they have kept outside of any law which makes
their conduct an offence, they ought to be pro-
tected by the law, which declares this to be a
tree country.

The Chairman. I understand you, Judge
Black, to state that if counsel will say profes-
sionally that they desire to connect these gen-
tlemen

Senator Stewart. No, not desire.
Judge Black. No, sir, not desire; I know

they desire
The Chairman. That they expect to connect

it.
JudgeBlack. No; If they will say that they

ire Instructed as a matter of fact, that these
gentlemen fer whom Mr. Latta was acting
were a part or tnat conspiracy wnicn tney
charge against the company, why, all right.
We will take their word. We have not the
slightest fear that honorable gentlemen will
impose either upon the committee or on us.
Then they are pledged to follow tt up by prov-In-or

that there was such a connection with the
Board of Public Works. All they have to do
to to say that, as a matter of fact, that it is so
according to their instructions. I do not ask
them to say more than It Is to the best of their
knowledge and belief. They understand ex-
actly how to say It In order to entitle themselves
to get in this evidence. But If they will not
say that It to so, then you hsv a right to take
It for granted that it Is not so. It to easy to
say, but you have no right to believe it If It to
not said.

Senator Thurman. What do you say, gentle
men, as to your expectation oi connecting tne
beneficiary of this purchase with the
conspiracy!

Mr. Merrick. If the committee please, cer- -
haps It to well enough to .advert to this well
Known ruie mat us poucy oi toe taw oi tne
land requlrea all titles to real estate to be
evidenced by matter of record; that by the law
of the land the public have a right to know;
and It is the duty, and policy of tne law to re
quire Knowledge to be spreaa upon tne records,
touching the tale to all matter of real estate;
whether In the Tery nature of the case, the
title to real estate to one of those things which
ought to be, or which the lsw tolerates to be
kept secret at all. It doe not come within the
range of parties private or secret transactions
to have declarations of trust t nomtaafem put
upon the records of the courts, and yet refuse
to jet tne woria snow woo are tne nenencianes
of that estate.

Senator Thurman. We hare already decided,
if you will allow me to interrupt you, to save
time, thst. this to not a matter of privileged
communication. The question to as to the
relevancy of the testimony.

JudgeBlack. Tbat to tt.
Senator Thurman. That is the reason, tdo

not say whether it is necessary or not, but tbat
to the reason why, to est the matter short, I
asked too whether you expected to connect
the benefldarr of this trust with anybody de
siring title from that beneiotory . wfth any of
the acts oi wnicn yon save cumpiaiaea w any
of these charges.

Mr. Merrier.' There are large beneficial
transactions here, may K pleas the commit-
tee, and some or other of them wthtak will
be connected with the parties who are not en- -
twed to thto protection, nnxn oi inem.rsu
impossible to say, to tar a Ism at present
advised, I cannot say which of these perticator
deed will msmfcst a declaration of trust that
is of an Improper-aort.- " I do not know so far
as I ass U present bdefmed.' Bat that some
of them do we have "reason to better. Th
transaction are sMd trsiwrtliwi. The
declaration of treat aU-s- to ten
conceived aeeetdaas-t- o sw Mtni Mas of
poHeyv., . .. t,

, Ths deeds of treat are aMjMdsihikhe

Mas N treat es. A .dattosiMm. .(

exanua toto sal liilfWi nhf are kkts.fidasnslMssssrel list aBsssninasgtt
same aaarewsr, masmns; MS '
haying, sanasdawsa ihih-.wr-

the as nw origin aad aiimi. W

"FW amtmm.tamw as saataanssBjar
region where ws.aaytsattSMsabgMaadaad
cause for suspicions We fad that aaeh aad
of these deed are made to the sasss trust,
They are made in the same form. The same
color snd attitude ef studied atereey attaebss
to each and every oa of these deedsT If they
be direr snd totally disconnected, the one
from the other, why then It to competent for
thepartieatosayso.. Fraud, aathecomaittte
to 'awareto a matter to bs gathered'from
minute circumstances, one aenarate from the
other; and it seems Impossible Jn advance of
tne aereiopment or a particular circumstance
tossy how-ta- r that particular dreumitance
Itself msr or msr not be most nersaaaire evi
dence of the charge Itself.

The party ha not answered. Hennas dis-
claimed hi part, tt to true. These entiqu
trusts, many of them, may bs la relation to
the general government itself, with regard ,to
which it to right and proper that this Inquiry
snau oe maae. me party naa umnea nimseii
to (taUmr that ther were not member of
the Board of Public Works. We bare already
specifically charged that certain! member of
the Board of Public Works were in complicity
with these. We have charged, and 'we believe
it to not denied, that Governor Cooke, then
and for a knur time a member Of the Board of
Public Works and also Governor, was inter
ested in tnese transactions.

Mr. Harrington. '' No; that to not so ad-

mitted. We say that the money was advanced
by Jay Cooke ft Co., and not by Governor
tjooKe. we are not interested in this agnt at
all, but do not. please, misrepresent our admto- -

Mr. Merrick. It has been charged that Gov-
ernor Cooke wss one of the partie to this real
estate pool.v li has been admitted, as I under-
stand, or proved, ifnot admitted, that $35,000
naa been lurnlsned on hi Demur to tne real
estate pool. -

Mr. Harrington. No; advanced by Jay Cooke
ACo. - ?

Mr. Merrick. And aa I understand onbehalf
of Henry D. Cooke..

Mr. Christ!, They did lay that, in the light
of this statement, that he was to lurnlsh

Mr. Merrick. He, was to furnish the state-
ment to that he was to furnish, and the fur
nishing was made by the firm of which he was
a member.

Mr. Christie. That statement to made by one
Of the conspirators himself.

Mi. Merrick. It is a matter of resulting argu-
ment therefore, as to whether the proof does
not establish, it waa made by nun. now
members of Consress may be concerned.
many of them may or may not be concerned in
these transactions. It is right and proper that
a committee should examine as to that and see
and ascertain whether members of Congress
may not be concerned in these transactions.

The very fact, if the committee please, that
tne party declines to mate a statement as to
who to the beneficiary in a deed: which the law.
as I have already stated, requires to be matter
of public notoriety, to Itself a circumstance and
proofof the most convincing character to any
rational mind, that the transaction Is one which
will not bear the test of exposure to light.

Judge Black. What law requires a trust to be
made a matter of nubile notoriety!

Mr. Merrick. All law requires that the title J
oi real estate snouia oe snown upon tne puuue
records so that the public snouia know how to
deal witn it.

Judze Black. And under what penalty!
Mr. Merrick. There to no penalty what

ever.
Judge Black. It Is not a public offence.
Mr. Merrick. No: it Is not a public offence
Judge Black. If people choose to trust one

another
Mr. Merrick. But it is a matter of nubile

right and public policy that the titles of real
estate should be made known upon the records
oi tne country.

Judge Black. It is a mstter of public policy
tbat men should do as they please In certain
private matters.

Senator Thurman. In regard to the recording
act of this District, does the law of Maryland
prevail here!

Mr. Merrick. The same as the law of Mary
land.

Mr. Stanton. This to an act of Congress on
the subject.

Mr. Merrick. It is tha same as the law of
Maryland the act of Congress. The laws of
Maryland require all deeds to be recorded In
order to be valid.

Mr. Stanton. There is an act of Congress on
the subject, which I will refer to.

Senator Thurman. Would it be any trouble
to find that act now. Mr. Stanton!

Mr. Mattingly. It will be found in the 1st of
Brightly, acts of S3 and 3d.

Senator Thurman. Requiring deeds of trust
to be recorded as well as other decdsl

Mr. Mattingly. It authorized the recording
of all contracts' with reference to real estate.

Mr. Stanton. It authorizes but does not re-
quire.

Mr. Merrick. No title is valid which docs not
appear upon the records of the court.

Judge Black. Who has the right to take ad-
vantage of it.

Mr. Merrick. I am speaking of the public
policy which saya tbat these transactions in
real estate shall be made of record In order
that the title to such real estate may be fully
developed. It Is In that connection I advert to
this matter. You are not exerting an inauisi- -
iorlal power. You are not inquiring into pri
vate secrets wuicu ought not to Do disclosed
when you are examining into the title of real
estate. There ought to be no title to real
estate which lies concealed ftom the public.

Senator Stewart. Permit me to ask a Ques
tion In order to see If we understand each
other. .Do you contend that it would be within
the province of this committee to inquire into
private transactions of private parties la regard
to real estate, if such transactions were totally
disconnected with the administration of public
affairs!

Mr. Merrick. It would not be appropriate to
your Inquiry if it waa totally disconnected.

Senator Stewart. If so connected, why then
we would have a right to Inquire Into them.

Mr. aiemctc. precisely, it is only in regard
to these things which are pertinent, and which
tend to throw light upon the general inquiry
with which the committee is charged. It to
like any other Issue in a court of Justice. For
instance, where we are discussing an action of
trover, with regard to the title of a horse, we,
of course, do not investigate the title to one of
the ships that navigate between here and Great
Britain. But wherever the matter ahows Itself
to be in any manner connected, or likely to be
connected, with the subject matter, we have a
right to examine it. We, nave" a light to ask
this witness the question and have him disclose
who is flic beneficiary In this, in order that we
may ascertain from that beneficiary as to
whether he is telllnz the truth with reference
to this matter, and to establish wboln po'nt of
fact is the real beneficiary in connection with it.

The Chairman. I wish you would answ er the
question indicated by Judge Black.

Mr. Merrick. What is that!
The Chairman. Aa to the fact whether these

purchases of real estate are to be connected
with gentlemen Involved in this investigation!

Mr. Merrick. It is the general charge that
they are to be connected with it. Whether this
precise piece or property will be developed as in
that connection, I am not, a I have already
said, prepared to ssy. Buf that certain
of these general transactions which are
all of the same character, all evidenced in the
same way, all embraced in deed of trust In the
same language, to these trustees, are, a we
suppose, connected with people who have im-

properly dealt with them, in reference to cor-
rupt motives and corrupt Influences upon the
operation of public affair within the District
of Columbia. Therefore, it seems to me to b
entirely annronriate that the inauirr should be
made. If we go through with each one of
these, then we shall have gone through with
the whole; and yet, because we cannot specify
any one, we are precluded from examination
into the matter.

Judge Black. The rule upon that subject to
plainly this, that when a party propose to sak
a question like this of a witness, he must pre--

at the same time to couple it withSre which will make it relevant the particu-
lar fact relevant.

The Chairman. We understandyour point, Mr.
Black. Gentlem(n,thecommi;teewIUaowstand
adjourned until 2 o'clock, the door being
closed, tcallow the commltee an opportunity
for private conference.

AFTEHNOON SESSION.
Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
The Chairman. Gentlemen, we will go on

now. You were eis mining Mr. Latta, Sir.
Chrtoty. -

Mr. Christy.. Yes, sir; we desire .to continue
that examination.

James M. Latta recalled.
Witness. I desire to mske a correction of my

testimony before th adjoarnaeat, 1st it we
stated that the' propsrty w hadiheld, either
one or the other of ns was Indicated by the bine
marks uponthe msp. I had forgotten that we
had1mrked all lhat which we had for 'sale a
well, and! have now Indicated wKTa pea with
red Ink that which w only had-f- t ! sad
held u trustee. - a

By the CtelratsswQ. .Caa.NR descries
ttoe piece of projartyl- - A. That
sale! Q. Yss, (fev - 4 ' '

Bspreteatatire' WBswrThs areaarty 'yam
hold si trute.r -- v , - , ,f

TheChalrana u yon win snow sm to ask
taarwttaeaiaaaettlesiortwo.l'thiakwohav

BtawMweastoaMt waarev

liiistir iH ktMttmmmumJt Mr,

a.MABOHr,.

". " t. v
wan i .

LItaanr,V
MfanaaeCaaMaee
ntaMTyeaTaeatair Hater
asaal lliil nal " ,:-- --

lwaailBis.i. TaaiannrisH niim y--

lritoAMaWiaia.ls.:
ilaaid aa 4ar.ntsartyn tra.

SKI Whs ma all 1 tint
whaaa Isr Hiiit ''"- -

ah tfct -. - - i- -

Bsrtse trosrUiU- - I think T n
correct It. Originally th time was taken in
me, U smatter ofeoavenlemn.to thk property
OfUaftomirdeoayydtoMr.saitourrand
wMnthe proper Unto came tt was an conveyed
tohtoa. But I thmk the object of Mr. Christy
wm to go --back to Us beginning of that, and
nrttorwhomlheldthatpreperty. '

Representative Wilson. This property has all
rieen conveyed out of you! 'AVaII been con
veyed out or me.

$ To wbotBl'A. I conveyed It to Mr.'Bt
wwu ui k uens nere.

Q. Have you any onmeitr that1 mn hoM aa
trustee other than that which u hM 6w iirmi
yer and Sunderland! A. Not a foot. Langh- -
ter.j

Representative Wilson. I dont see what was
the oseaakm for your being so exceedingly nice
about this Uung.

Witness. I mkarjTjrahendMl Mr. ..Rhriatv. or., ... . - rf, -
laacomauHee, or else tney misapprehenasa me.

bj oeutor Stewart: i would use to have
ght there. If you can give them, the number
r the Nock in which Ifeaan. SmdeMand and

Hillyer are interested.
Witness. I Will basin in the Order: Them la

block , 67, 68, 83, 897, 116, 138, 151,
153. 155, 158, 158 176, 177; that to all.

Q. That to, the portion marked blue In these
block you hold! A. The portion marked blue
in these blocks to what I hold for Sunderland
and HUTyer, and all the property that I hold a
trustee. ,

By the Chairman. Q. That 1 still in imr
name as trustee! A. Thst to still in my name
as trustee.

Senator Stewart. Wemhrht find 'out where
that other property.Is; do you know the por-
tion that to held by Mr. Ellbourn, aa trustee!

Representative Wilson. Why mt ret that
from Mr. Ellbourn! "

Witness." That youcan get from Mr.Kfl-bour- n;

I would not be positive about that.
The Chairman. Mr. Christy, go on with Mr.

Latta. '
By Mr. Christy. Q. I understood you to ssy

in your examination before the adjournment,
that there was but on beneficiary in the prop-
erty that you hold, as trustee, purchased from
W.,W. Rapley; was that statement correct! A.
Yes, air; you are now asking about the prop-
erty which I have conveyed.

Q.W.W. Rapley! A. Yes, sir. .
Q. Who was tbat beneficiary! A. Does the

committee desire me. to answer as to what
property I conveyed two years ago!

Q. I am directing and confining your exam-
ination to the property that you hold as trus-
tee, that you had purchased from Mr. Rapley.

By the Chairman. Q. Is that property now
standing in your own name! A. It does not.

Q. Has it been conveyed byjrou! A. yes,
sir.

By Mr. Christy. Q. To whom! An Con-
veyed by me to HaUet Kilbourn, trustee. ,

By the Chairman. Q. HaUet Ellbourn, or
Hallct Ellbourn, trustee! A. Hallet Ellbourn,
trustee.

By Mr. Christy. Q. Who was the bene-
ficiary!

By the Chairman. Q. Let me see IfI under-
stand you, Mr. Latta. Youhad formerly prop-
erty in your name as trustee! A. yes. sir.

Q. Which tome time ago you convoyed to
Hallett Ellbourn, as trustee! A. Yes, sir; In
uctooer, is, x tninn.

The Chairman. Now, do you wish, Mr.
Christy, to have him disclose for whom he
originally purchased that property.

Mr. Christy. Yes, sir; (hat I the question I
proposed."

Senator 8tewart. What to the date of that!
The Chairman. The purchase of Rspley?
Witness. September 33. 1871.
By the Chairman: Q. Purchased from Rp-le-vl

A. Yea. air.
Q. That to the question you decline to an

swer, a. That i the question l decline to an
swer.

Q. You still decline! A. I still decline.
Mr. Christy. I want it to appear distinctly

mat mat particular property was conveyed to
Hallett Kilbourn by James M. Latta, trustee,
by deed dated October a, 1873.

By the Chairman: Q. Have you a memor-
andum of the date when you conveyed to Mr.
Kilbourn! A. I have not.

By Representative Wilson: Q. I want to
ask him a question or two. How long did
you, as trustree, hold this property! A. This
tbat I convened to Mr. Kilbourn!

Q. Yes. A. The purchase were begun in
September, 1871. No earlier than that. The
first purchase In the list, September 33, 1S71.

By ilr. Christy: Q. That to the Rapley e!

A. That to the Rapley purchase. The
Edward Young purchase was July 18, 1871.
The Burchcll purchase was July 18, 1871.
The Burdette purchase was July 18, 1671. The
Stutx purchase waa July 13. .en. The uim--
stead purchase was December 9. 1871

Representative Hamilton. In connection with
this I think he bad better state the numbers.

Mr. Christy. I was golngto suggest. likewise
that I furnished to James M. Latta, on Satur
day, a list corresponding to the list upon which
i examined mm, ana 11 ne wui answer Irora
that list it will avoid any confusion; we can fol.
low him with much .more ease and accuracy.

Witness. I have made a list here, separating
the property purchased and conveyed to Mr,
Killbourn from that purchased for. Sunder
land and Hillyer.

By Mr. Christy: Q. Are you answering now
In regard to the property that you convejed to
jar. jMirjourn aionef A. xes, sir..

Q. Your answer now to confined to that! A.
.t A.. .1. A

ICBi IU, WUUIICU M U1M.
Mr. Christy. Very well, I understand It now.
By the Chairman. Q. Go on and state all

these purchases! A. The purchase from Rap
ley was in square xua. ine purcnase rrom
Madison was July 13, 1871. The purchase
from' Parker was July 23. 1872. There was sn
additional purchase, which waa not down In
this list, which I desire to state, because I
want to state the whole of It. The was an ad
ditional purchase in 341; the date I have not
got in here, but ithinx it must nave been in
July, 1873.

By Representative Wilson. Q. What to the
aggregate amount of all these purchases! A.
The aggregate amount of those purchases, If
you win put we ngures mere ana aaa tuem,

e9,410.71.
By the Chairman. Q. For the Rapley pur-

chase! A. Altogether 341 waa $1B,3W. That
was the entire angregate of the purchase.

Representative Wilson. Eighty-seve- n thou- -
sand, seven hundred and forty-si- x dollars and
seventy-on-e cents!

By Senator Stewart: That to the aggregate
of the purchases in Kilbourn' name! A. The
aggregate purchase that were conveyed to me.
and then In Oetober,(I think it was,) 1873,con- -
veyca to air. juibourn.

By Representative Wilson: When was It you
made this conveyance to Mr. Kilbourn!

The Chairman. October, he says, 1873.
Q. Did you convey the whole of this property

to Mr. Kilbourn! A. The whole of it.
Q. In one deed! In one deed.
Q. For what consideration! A. For one dol-

lar. I think It waa.
Q. It waa just simply, then, taking the trus-

teeship from you to Kilbourn! A. That waa it.
Q. At the time that yotf made this purchase

was there an understanding between youiand
Kilbourn, or between you and anybody else,
that this trusteeship waa to be changed from
you to him! -- A. There was:

Q. With whom was that understanding had I
A. With Mr. Kilbourn.

. With whom else! A. Nobody else.

. Then were you simply acting as the agent
ofjlr: Kilbourn In making these new pur
chases! A. It arose partly from' a matter of
convenience. The first purchase made, Mr.
Kilbourn was absent; when the deeds were
drawn he was going to be arscnt. The last
purchases were while he was In Europe. Im-
mediately upon his return from Europe and
my return from the West I mads a conveyance
to bun of all the property I held a trustee. .

Q. Why was not this property conveyed to
Kilbourn & Latta, as trustees! A. Because
Latta ha nothing to do with these.

Q. Why wss Latta left out of this you were
In business toeethcr. were you not! A. Yes.
but this was a matter that we were only Inter-
ested In so far as the commissions was con
cerned,

Q. The firm of Kilbourn ft Latta was making
these purchase, or were you maxing tnem
alone! A. No, the firm. The fact waa that it
so happened that Imade an these negotiation
myself, every one of them.

Q. Why was the trusteeship, to be confided
to one member of the firm, Instead of the firm I
A. This trusteeship wss a thing I had nothing
tn do with: this purchase wss a thtna I waa not
nterested In at an, nor was the Una Interested J
in it neyoau me oomnussion.

Q. Wat there some understanding or agree
ment between th partie who furmsbed this
money tnat It was to be conveyed to Mr. Kil-
bourn, and held la some sort of secret tract!
A. I don't Know.
'Q. rAl Mr. KDbourn ever Inform you on that

Subject! A. He --sever did.
Q. Nor any of the Dirties! A. I tiriak be

ioM me It waa to he cuaieied to him; I think
so. a snies a seta ae was nraaaaieiy to save
the trust. I won't be noahivs shoot that.
taenia. . r

XJ. How, long wss this
that tato property waste he pawesfl, aadtae
trusteeship eeefcrred Ttpoa Mr, KSboan, as.
ion im purcnase .negssa a. tbm i atav

Bar. j. , 9T, , j
, Q. Wss ta.B4oney thai entered Into there
pnrohasfa all pat Into, your haarl at oas Massf

O. Do.saakaowthe.as-a- a of tae.naHl
who ware the Beasaetorie hi thl property ia
this treat I -- anew beyond th oaj .cv. ri
b.ss, ThMpM ware --

Maareaasg-aswairtap aap
nje bjbbbs aatrSBa aaa
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airumlliJfcljMaalaotknowataU!
Q. Dldyoa InM ta tIM atsv

weresaaae to yapsan c
whom you ware taridaMi WaroatrtyffA.1
did not know waav th aaaaMarlat tare beared
one man If there waaaaere thaa one. It we
snuuerlhadnatoterasttahsroad the

V i J rt 'J --

Q. Is It the usual thing for job. to be taking
conveyances to youmeir-i- trust oi property,
and especially property amounting to 187,000,
without knowing for whom you held them!
a., it wan.
rQ.7atoto'ah.sesptioasl,srehssetioa is It

hjw-m- i; it urine onryoae. -
QThe only tranaaellnnf A. Tsa. air.

.Q. Did. you give any receipt to any person
iwr.wjo money iBat you received witn wuicn to
pajt A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of anybody who did give
any receipt for it!, A. Xdo not. . .

Q: Is tt, or not, the fact that this transaction
has been a secret one, and Intended to be kept
secret from the public! A. I should think it
was not intended to be made public, for I never
waa advised myself.

Q. You, yourself,' were not advised anything
awutui Ajneveranytiuag oeyona tne one
party. - .

Q. How Ipog had you and Mr. Kilbourn been
associated together in business! A. Since 18G5
or 1888? 1RM- - T think.

Q. Have you been doing a 'large4 amount of
uusidcis Hjgetnen a. nenare.

Q. Your relations, were perfectly Intimate,
connaentuu. ana inenairr A. xes. sir: conn.
denttol. and friendly, and always have been. '

1 . auu yet ne rover uuciosca to you anj--
ining in regard to tms transaction, a. wow
ing that. would lead me to know who the party
was beyond one. '

Representative Wilson. That Is all I had to
ask the witness, and I beg the pardon of tho
committee.

By Senator Stewart: Q. Will vou point out
where the blocks rare! A. The Rapley lot to
803. -

Q. Bound it; name the streets. A. It to be
tween Fourteenth and Fifteenth and V and W.

Q. What was the price of that! A. The
pries of that was S31.525.

Q. What was the other block! X. The Ed-
ward Young lota were in 157: they were some
where along here In Massachusetts avenue, be
tween Devemeentn ana rjgnteentn. -

y. vvnatwaa tne amount or that purcnasci
A, Two thousand dollars.

Q. How much did you buy there! A. We
bought two lots there.

Q. What to the next purehasej. A. The next
purchase orN. W. Burchell these lots here,
and one or two lots there.

Q. On Massachusetts avenuef A. Burchell
has two lots. The two lots of. Burchell.
think, must bave been these two lots on this
side; that consideration was S3.1C3.79.

Q. Where waa the other! A. The next lots
were those down below.

Q. On Massachusetts avenue! A. W. W.
Burdette; yes, sir.

Q. Between Seventeenth and Eighteenth!
A. Yes, sir; between Seventeenth and Eigh-
teenth; that amounted to 97,801.77. The next
purchase was 181, on the corner of Sixteenth
street and Massachusetts avenue: those were
three lots, 5,500. The next purchase was of
ionn r . uimsieau, ioist, J, ana s, square rja,

An 1 A .w, An tnn a 1 V tf-- -- ,.,.
WU A BfclEI. nUU VU HID VllblC, CV ilAIULOUin,
avenue. The next was 183, lots 55 ' and 56, on
Sixteenth street, between M and Massachusetts
avenue; those two iota mere.

By Representative Bass: Q. Give the con
slderatlon. A. One thousand six. hundred dol
lars.

By Senator Stewart: Q. Between M ami
Massachusetts avenue! A. Yes. sir. The next
purchase was of J. W. Parker, In 213, lots 50
saaai, irontinginetBirieentu streets Circle,
and on Rhode Island and Vermont avenues;
those two lota there.

Q. Those arc between Vermont avenue and
Fourteenth street! A. No; on Rhode Island
avenue, Vermont avenue and the Circle.

Q. And east of Fourteenth street! A. East
of Fourteenth street.

Q. How much was that! A. That was SI'
106.55. The last purchase was lots fronting on
Thirteenth street circle, in 241, between Thir
teenth ana fourteenth.

Q. How much was that! A. There were two
purchases there one was 1 15,030; the other,

3,uw, maaing aitogetner, sisuu.
Q. What to that; Thirteenth street circle. A.

Yes, sir.
Q. How much property about Thirteenth

street circle! A. Eighteen thousand and three
hundred and thirty dollars and J17.103.55

Q. You got $35,000 worth there; how much
do you say there was up here!

The Chairman. Give the number so that the
reporter can hear it.

Senator Stewart. Lot 203! A. Twenty-on-e

thousand dollars there: then there Is 17.100 on
Sixteenth street between M and O or M and
P. two lots there, and three lots here.

Q. These was the largest purchases! A
Yes, sir; those were the largest purchases.

Q. Arid tho aggregate waa how much! A.
The aggregate was SS7.000 1 think. Mr. Wil
son had It down there, and $51,000 of that $37,-00-

Q. OnThlrteenth street! A. And the Bound
ary at Fourteenth street.

The Chairman. Any further questions to Mr.
Latta!

Ms. Christy. Yes, sir; the very question I
asked remains unanswered. I desire while this
Inspiration of revelation is upon him to ask
this

By Mr. Christy: Q. I understand you to say
that the reason you made these purchases, as
trustee, was on account of the absence of Mr.
Kilbourn! A. No; I said bis contemplated ab
sence; his intended absence, in tne nrst place,
and the last purchase by his actual absence.

Q. Now, as to the contemplated purchase.
When was that made, and how many of these
purchases do you Include within that time!
A. Those made In July. I am, not certain
wnetner ne was going away when . purchased
the Rapley property or not.

Q. When did he leave! A. I mean to say,
this was a temporary absence; be went to Eu-
rope In May or June; June) I guess, It must
bave been.

Q. Of what year!'. A. And returned In Au
gust, is irj.

Q. Went in June. 1873! A. Yes sir.
Q. The purchase, then, of Rspley could not

have been made with reference to his antici
pated departure to Europe! A. Ob, no.

Q. Tbat purchase wss made September 23,
18711 A. Yes. sir.

Q. Now to recur to that original question:
who waa the beneffdary in that purchase! -

Witness. Have the committee made a de-

cision ss to my answering that question; I had
ueeiineu it once?

The Chairman. You stM decline!
Witness. I still decline.
The Chairman. --The committee will reserve

the decision upon that point. We wDl not de
cide that Question now. -

Mr. Christy. The committee will remember
that- - he subsequently conveyed that same
property to Hallet Kilbourn, trustee.

The Chairman. Yes, air; the committee
will remember that.

Senator Thurman. Have you proved all the
conveyancca made to Mr. Latta! Have you
specined all of them!

Mr. Christy. Yes, sir. All that have been con
veyed to you (.witness; as trustee nave De:n
specified!

Witness. Yes, sir.
Mr. Christy! I have not Interrogated him on

the Rapley deed. He has testified as to so
much of this property which he held aa trustee
for Hillyer and Sunderland.

Witness. I stated that the only property I
hold aa trustee now was for Sunderland snd
Hillyer.

Senator Thurman. That yon hold now!
Mr. Christy. Yes, sir; and then he went on

to ahow the property that he hold for Sander-lan- d
snd Hillyer now.

Senator Thunnan. Allow me to interrogate
the witness.

Q. Omitting entirely all the purchase for
Sunderland and Hillver, or for Mr. Stewart
ommltting entirely all property.spoken of by
him please str.te the first purchase you made.
A. I have already stated it.

Q. I want It again. A. The nrst purchase
was July 13, 1871.

Q. What property was that! A. That waa
lots 1, 2 and 3, square 181, or Frederick Stutx,
on the corner of Sixteenth and Massachusetts
avenue.

Q. That property waa conveyed to yon a
trustee, was It f A. As trustee.

Q. Have you been asked the question who
were the bentfidaire of that trnst! A--1 have.

Q. What do you say to that! A. I had de
clined to answer.

Q. What I the next property purchased!
A. There sn three purchase there of the same
date. I will Uke them tn the order they are in
the paper nere: toward lousg

Q. Give the consideration or tha purchases.
A. The Stats nurchsse conatderatioa was
$5,580. The next hi order on the list hare, and
to of the tarn date aa two' others lots 86. 86
.and 87, of Edward Young, In squire 157. I
was mistaken in saying-tha- t they nam, on
Massachusetts aveaae; they sre oa.B,htunh
street, this atoS I sa
the norths; tho tonHertfen of tato was

T. yea been asked In respect to thess
for wheat yon parehased! A. Yes, dr.

JU Aadyo aaenaed to aaiwerthat! A.I
ed to answer that;-Th- e

Chsinaaa. He deehae to answer aD
Q. You havs been asked la regard, to e

oatoftJaeMajHlsouaodteelaanyeasstos.
swerf A. Yes, air d . ( v.

Q. Tossy waa are tie laeDcJris of tks
irasi' A. Yes, air.., . .t-- x

y SenatorJttwWj.OVTh. sfagatI
aw win isa, m g.nww ,a.., xm, atr. ,

rir.f-Hsat- or Thareuai.Q.- - Do U ths pur- -

that wan mads ky rialas rer SaadarVanf '? IMhwsatatf
Stewart.' alt

, ofaw - - - -- -

le!iTaf" ra;T--:r .ir.-sJ-r- r -
si- -- --.oas. atoBBrereMaBBMak

A. JWwlirtB 4fl jwr f

Sftfte?1 &'
s&-- $

I -- ,.r,r-v hi
aw ffFZ&SHihrSz.

Satn&-Tii?- ;
tr.MKSS to bstwssa Voraveef sreaae;aad
nods hlasatisveaa, n, freeing ;JiThlrtseathaai:aothttaasnreaortaeM

psuTh-a-re fcaaisltilBw ov WdOOO-ab- out

SI5.0Maroaa1 thlaele. fend $3li0O there.
. ' ..I7.'Ti'" Va, m m

BJ nuinaaumama- - Hamilton: y.fwaerei
rotaceentu street! -- a: jssung snout ve,uuu;
and the balance, being about $13,000, waa
partly on MasaachuseUs avenue, between Sfcc- -
teentn aaa Bignteein, ana upon r street, ana
New Hampshire aveaae, and fronting on the
Nineteenth street circle. .

Mr. Chrtoty. I understand that he has de-

clined to answer as to'each of these several
matter upon which ha was Interrogated, Sat
urday.

The Chairman, Tea; be ha declined to an-
swer.

Mr. Christy. I hare furnished him with a
complete list as to the beneficiaries.

tne unairmaa. tie uecunea to answer.
Br Mr. Chrlstv: O. Ilave rou sold anv por

tion of this property' enumerated in the list
with which you nave been furnished, to any
person other than Hallet Kilbourn, trustee! A.
The firm, you mean.

Q. No, sir. Hss James it. Latta. a trustee
conveyed! A. No, sir; no other hold on we
did sell I dki sell to the British Government a
lower portion or 138, 1 aa trustee. " "

By Senator Stewart: Q.' That was not this!
A. No, not In thl property that was conveyed
to Mr. Kilbourn, or.tuat I took as trustee for
that purpose.

By Mr. Christy: Q. Was not this a convey-
ance of a portion of the property that you held
aa trustee! A. Yes, sir.

n say that "we" conveyed that! A.
No; I did.

Q. But you said A. We old; I mean
the firm sold, I conveyed.

Q. The firm sold and you conveyed! A. Yes,

By Senator Stewart:' Q. That was none of
this portion you are speaking of now! A. I do
not apprehend Mr. Christy'a classification.

Q. Who was the beneficiary of what you sold
to tho British government! A. Thomas Sun-
derland and C. J. Hillyer. I give those names
as Senator Stewart took the liberty of giving
them Saturday.

Mr. Christy. Until that question to answered,
ofcourse we do not desire to pursue the exam-
ination any further. '

The Chalrrain. Mr. Latta. you wilt not be
discharged; you will still be in readiness to ap-
pear before us at anytime. The committee
will reserve the question that you refuse to an-
swer: we will send a messenger for vou If vou
are wanted, but you are not discharged on the
subpoena. .

Wltncs. I will, respond, to that. I am dis--
cusrgcu, uowever, ior tms anernon i

The Chairman. Tes, sir; wc will not want
you this afternoon ; when we do want you we
will sends messenger for you.

Judge Black. Will you allow mo to ask him
a question uerore ne retires!

The Chairman. Yes, sir.
By Judge Black: Q. I understand you, to say

that at one time you did not know who the ben
eficiaries of that trust were! A. That Mr. Kil--1
bourn holds now!

Q. That Mr. Kilbourn holds now. A. I do
not.

By Senator Thurman: Q. You sail you knew
one, did you not! A. No, not of the trust he
holds now.

By Julge Black: Q. Of the trust which is
still In your hands you hate. mentioned the
names or the beneficiaries! A. Yes, sir; and
the only parties.

By Senator Thurman: Q. They were Sander-lan- d
and Hillyer! A. Sunderland and Hillyer.

By Judge Black: lils there anything more
that you know about this business at all! A.
I don't know that there is.

Q. When you were asked who the benefic-
iaries under that .trust were you declined to
answer: tbat was the trust that Mr. Kilbourn
now holds! -- A-. Twas asked who the benefic-
iaries under the trust were when I held it; am
I wrong Mr. Christy!

The Chairman. That was the question.
air. uansty. tnat was right.
Witness. Which I declined to state.
By JudgeBlack: Q. You merely mean to say,

men, mat you uo not Know wno are tho ben
efidarlea now, since Mr, Kilbeum has It! A
I do not.

Mr. Christy. I was going to ask him about
it, and did not.

JudgeBlack. This explanation seems to be
necessary because I thought his testimony was
Inconsistent with Itself.

By Mr. Christy. Q. I understood you to say
on Saturday that Hallet, Kilbourn bad made
no purchase, to your knowledge, of any prop-
erty subsequent to ScptemberriS'l. I under
stand you. In your answer to state that
theso purchases by him were largely since that
urns ; mat tuts conveyance A. l tlimic ou
must have been mistaken as to what I said
Saturday.

Q. I wanted.to give you the opportunity, In
all fairness, to correct it today. A-- 1 did not
intend to make such a statement Saturday
mat nc naa rnaao no purchases suv men.

L. Did he make-an- y purchases before! A,
Not that I know of; not tbat I remember. 1

say, not that I know or.
Q. Did vou not sav. Saturday, that the pur

chases he hail, made, as trustee, were about
the time of this purchase for Mr. Stewart and
the others! A. No; the purchase hi which I
had the title, as I supposed.

Q. I was then speaking of the purchases
made by Hallett Kilbourn, as trustee; didn't
you state that the purchases he madeas trus-
tee not throuch vou. but for himself, and
through himself were made about the tune of
this conveyance to Mr. Stewart! A. I think I
could not have stated that.

Q. What ia the fact! A. The fact was tbat
I should say that the main purchase that he
maae were alter air. Stewart's purchase.

Q. How long after! A. From memory
could not say. Mr. Stewart's purchase my
memory was out of tho way, nearly a year off
l snouia ssy tney were a tew monins artcrwara.

Q. Now, aa you recollect it, when were the
purchases made as to Mr. Stewart's. A. That
was stated Saturday.

Senator Stewart. The first was the 11th.
Q. By Mr. Christy: I am asking for your

own recollection. A. I should then only be.
able upon his memorandum I only stated
Saturday that must have been the time of the
purchase from his memorandum, because my
impression was tney were maae in 1373.
think I stated 1871.

Q. By Senator Thurman: You were wrong!
A. I was wrong.

By sir. Christy : Q. So that there may be no
misunderstanding, I will state to you that the
memorandum I hold In my hand to a transcript
carefully made. The first purchase by Hallct
Kilbourn waa made September 23,1871! A
Yes, sir; I remember that purchase'now; that
was In square 150. was It !

Q. Squre 181. A. One hundred and eighty--
one.

Q. I likewise understood you to say. Satur
day, that no person connected In any character
or capacity, directly or indirectly, witn me
Board of Public Works was interested in any
degree, either Immedlstelr or remotely. In any
or these purchases by you as trustee; am I
ngnti A. xou are right, so rar a i Knew.

Q. Did you know one Abraham P. Fardon!
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did not you know the fact that he was

Etymaster for the Bosrd of Public Works, and
to the trustees of public

schools! A. I believe he waa.
Q. Did not you know it at that time! A.I

think so.
Q. Did not you know It Saturday! A

think so.
O. What to your explanation now! A. None

hi th&world; I purchased no property for him.
(..uauguier.j

Q.I understand you had no dealings with
regard to him! A. I did not say thst: you
know that. The record to printed here; you
wuiaiso nna mere a conveyance irom a. tt,
Shepherd to Hallet Kilbourn.

y . to youi A. to uaiiet juibourn.
Q. I am speaklnr now about Mr. Fardon.

Wss thst an absolute conveyyrxe tolyou he
retaining no interesti A. ne retained no inter-est-.

Q. Who. then, was interested! A. Did I
take it as trustee!

Q. What did vou pay Mr. Fardon for tt!
A. Mare I it on the list!

u. Yes. sir. A. I will tell you in s moment
If you had thought, a moment, you would see
that that waa not among the property conveyed
to Hallet Kilbourn.

O. lam not sneaking about that now. lam
(peaking about thl with reference to itself.
a. to oeneacisne t nave positively

Q. I am asking tho amount, now. that too
stated for that. A. I will take your figures for
it; i okio s see a.

O. Fourteen thousand four hundred and aer- -

enteen dollar sad stxtv-fiv-e cents! A. Ye, sir.
Q. From whom did von receive that nwnevl

A. I recerred It from fbonus Saaderland and
uurtuj.wuyar. .hare stated here all the
property, nd imnawreted tha squares forme
btelorcoaalaB both idesr and for the

of tha coamHte. that aM the nrenerty
that I iilto-i- l fat a eertani ltot. Curtto J.
euffyer aaa, .ana is nannoHaaa were uene--
eaana.
Th Caakn-a- al We aaderetaad tnat per.

ftetly t

Wttnas. And that la the reason that I hare
beenaBttlecHedat betog erossratrttonart

rJr. Christy: Q. Whew .to Ifr.Hfflyer
now! AInWaskluftoa. . . ,

Q. Waare 1 Mr. aaanenannt a. aa a--

n wv ware ther at tne tuae oc the Bar--
chases! A;Thaywerebothhere,IthlBk.

O. Who were those. parties far wnssayoa
awrehastd. taqr being Ia Kuroae! A. lb
&- -- nhnah tha wt aUrnwa are at Kion.

n. TastartcpaaUagof the fssaasesaataf
taaaafasastaaasatirae., a. xaeyarataw Bar.

rues; thsy hay iiasjtly uiaijaH fresa lawpa,
IBOtaOf BBMBU --r -, Jf., . ' X

Q. Mat tha rse.effctte
Were letsi A. Thar wars kaja.--
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uaaresas any, saw one tn CsIIforaUT
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By Sresfair Taararea: .Q. Leaving pat of
"

m entirely the SaaJedaad and HdlWr ,
aaain woe tha other BUrchaaea mid-- h

sad aawregailar saase eighty odd tboosauf
JaUsr, all nude tor the came person or per-
sons, or were they made some lorone person
ana some ior muomen a. ah ior the one
person.

Q. For one person, or more than one! A
One person.

Br the Chairman: U. Toudeclhn to stal
wKa tfcmt maw waaf A. I da. T will !,. i
Mr. Christy, oosstbly aa explanation of what i 1

mivham aakl Saturday, and TOO harefforS
tbat In your mmd, that s,tt conaklerb!rJ
portUBOf IMS property pnrauasu tor oanoer- - 1

land sad Hillyer-wa-s purchased wbeathey !

werenothere; sndlssanttoaedthe fsettkat- -

i nmw far tna ! cat twuwin, au m,n

continue to do so; sad I presume thst was how
you cam to get the lasaressloa that you did.

By flnast-- r Tirn I want to pat this.
direct "questkmto you: Was not that person
for whom you made 'taose purchases, HaUet
Kilbourn! At I tktok I must decline to
answer. , , . . .

Mr. Harrington. We did not hear the ques-

tion. ' , .
Senator Thunnan. He Said that an these par.

chases, aggregating eighty odd thousand
dollars, leaving oat entirely, the Sandereaad

Iyer purchases, were made for oaeaaa
e person: that he answered In reaponee

to my first question.. He was then asked by
the chairman whether he declined to give tha
name of the person; ae saya he Okt; I wen
asked him the question-- . "Wss not that perteat
HaUet Kilbourn!'' sad he declines toaatwer.
the question.

The unairman. .nave you aujuuug more:
Mr. Christy. Not with thl witness.
The Chairman. Call your next witness.
The witness retired from the stsad snd ia a

moment or so returned and staled : Ihaveeoo-sente- d

to answer. It was made for Hallet Kil-
bourn, trustee. "

-- By Senator Stewart: Q. Aad who his bene-
ficiaries were you do not know! A. No, sir; I
did not propose to tell wkssl hare unless I had
received consent of tha party to do so.

Q. Then you bars tosaau you Know about
it! A, Yevstr; that is all I know about tt.

The Chairman. ,Jtr.ialta,ir we wish you.
again we will send for you. .

Senator Thurman. O, he can be discharged
entirely, I suppose. ,, ,

The Chairman. Yes; unless we send for you
again. " "

air. vnnsty. use moment, air. aatta. '
Mr. Harrington. Mr. Christy is a little mad

just now.
nr. imruiy. u, no; i am not mad.
Q. In these purchases for Hallet Kflboorn

made at times a portion or them during his1
absence from whom did you get the moaeyf
A. I got it by an order from him on my owat
check from either J. Cooke & Co., or the First
National Bank. I have forgotten now which.

Q. What amount did you git! A.leouldnot
aiI artttAnv wtlaaanMi T tistiil'A tw thnnnh

something in the neighborhoood of six thousand
dollars.

Q. That was a fund kept separate and dis
tinct from the moneys belonging to the firm!
A. O, yes, sir. Whatever moneys he gave f--r
purchases were given at the tune of the pur-
chase If he were there. If he were going to
be absent, be left orders tbat a check of mhav
drawn there should be honored for such a sum'

Q. Upon which one or these banks! A. 1
am not certain which it was ; I do not remem-
ber.

Q. Where did he keep his bank account at
that time; I mean his account or this descrip-
tion! A. That 1 could not say.

Q. Where dkl he deposit this amount of
$25,000 received from J. Cooke & Co., or
Henry D. Cooke! A, That I could net ssy.

Q. Have you any knowledge or Its payment
to him! A. None In the world. I said yester-
day It bad been advanced. I only took what t
had beard.

Q. How advanced you do not know! A. No,
sir; I knew nothing about It.

Q. You drew those checks in what eapadtyf
A. I drew them in the capacity or trustee, I
think; I do not remember.

O. As trustee for whom! A. For Hallet.
Kilbourn, trustee.

Q. Were those checks returned to you! A. I
do not remember. They probably were returned
to him. .

(j. Did you make a settlement of your ac-

count with him after his return! A. Ob, no;
they were charged up to him, I presume.

Q. Ob, you were acting for him. How did
you arrange your account between Hallet ru

and yourself! A. If you can arrange a
bank account you can understand my answer.

Mr. Christy. Very well.
A. ir jou give me authority to draw a

check against your account, and take ms
into the cashier or the bank, or give ms a note,
or anything else, and I draw a check In con-
formity with your instructions, that check to
charged up to yoa and not to me.

Mr. Christy. Certainly. Tut I understand.
A. Therefore there to no settlement between
you and me.

Q. He did not take you in'o the bank, bnt
he gave you written authority to draw! A.I
do not know bow that was. I could not state
tbat, because it has been s long while ago.

Q. What particular property did yoa pur-
chase with the moneys that you drew upon
your written authority from Hallet Kilbourn!
A. That was the property in 212 and 211.

By Senator Stewart: Q. Name where that to.
A. On tbc Thirteenth street square.

Q. What amount did you receive from Hal-
lct Kilbourn In the aggregate to make these
purchases with! A. That I could not say.

Q. Dkl you receive more than one written
authority from him! A. If ever I received
any written authority, or said 1 did, I am mis-
taken In my teatimony.

Q. What authority dkl you receive, and In
what form ! A. I do not remember, I say.

Q. He did not go with you to the bank! A.
That you assert. !

Q. I understood you to say he was absent,
and did not go with you! A. He was absent In
Europe at the time of the purchase. If he had
been present there would have been no neces-
sity for any authority.

Q. Very well. Now, in which form did he
give you the authority! A. I have answered
that question.

Senator Thurman. Mr. Christy, this testi-
mony may be material, may have some bearing
upon this Investigation, but It to not very
obvious, and the best way is to put some limit
to the Inquiry.

Witness. I submit to the committee whether
I have not answered that question three times
already!

Senator Thurman. Yes, sir; I understand
you to have answered. Besides, there must.be
some limit to this examination- - I do not
exactly see whether the fact that he waa
authorized to draw a check or not makes any
material difference.

Mr. Merrick. Whatever limit the committee
prescribe we shall be happy to conform to.

Mr. Christy. I understood the witness to say
he had received authority in writing. After-
ward he corrected that. v

The Chairman. Is It material as to how he
received iti He said the purchase was for Hal-
let Kilbourn.. What more, do you want!

Mr. Christy. I wanted to ascertain where.
Hallet Kllbourne kept bis account.

The Chairman. Ascertain that from Mr.
Kllbourne.

Mr. Christy. That he was unable to reply to.
I had finished the examination, however.

By Judge Black; Q. Do you know of any
conspiracy between the Board of Public Works
snd the persons for whom you were acting
that this property, or any property ever pur-
chased by you for them, should be improved at
the general expense of the District for the pur-
pose of appreciating that property ! A.I never
heard of any such thing.

Q. Were these purchases made in further-
ance of any agreement or understanding to
tbat effect! . A. Not that I ever heard or.

Q. With the Board of Public Works! A.
Not that I ever heard of. -

TISTMOST Or HALLET XTLBOTOX.
Hallet KPboum sworn.
Examined by Mr. Christ: Q. You reside in

this city! A. Yes, sir.
Q. And sre you the gentleman referred to by

Mr. Latta as his partner! A. Ye, sir.
Q. You may aUte.Mr. Kilbourn, what prop-

erty you purchased In the northwestern part
of the dty or Washington.

Senator Thurman. when!
Mr. Christy. When, and from whom, is what

I meant to ask. A. I will state that tbat
memorandum that you furnished me on Satur-
day I bad Our clerk go over the books for tha
purpose of verifying It. I have the list here. .

By Senator Thuraaa: Q. Does your ltot
show the date of the purchases! A. Yes, dr.

Q. And conaKIeraUonl A. Yes, dr. I thmk
thi first one is a mistake. I bave not looked
at It before. I think this was purchased by Mr.
Latta. I will say, however, it to the nrst tuna
I havo looked at It. No; that to correct.

The witness then read the following list: "
Square 181, lot 81, $1,537.70; A. P. Fardon;'

date, October 21, 1871; recorded
"
March 2.

Souare 181. lot 33 to 37. $A.75.40 : A. S.
ShcplKrd-Septemb- 30, 1871; recorded Octo- -

Saaare 181. lets 98. 30 aad 40. $&555JttV J.
W. Patterson; Sptemt.-- 80, UT1; recorded
aiarra iv, miv.

Squarel57. lot 1,3, a aad 4, (totdaold,)
$17,t.44; A. B. ass-he-rd and P. M. B
soaagi Bostsmasr 37.1Stl Marehli, 1372.

fttSMiSftsrSaaare 181. lota 41. 49. . at net- - a w
BWtoea; Aagast 3,13rt; rordd October 1$,

aouare SM. has (tali, his aaa aa-- w v.
&s&rr?"tM'aaauhH;iat4N,Tt$.ia. J. W. Coreoran;

intamhar M, laTl ; laawaadOttoherlt, 1TUI Bass' hasa naaahaaa imaiaMi has, -
toaa-,rtkata- alt that yoa.
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